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intervention accord in Spain, may not use the Nyon 
conference to whitewash Mussolini. Neville 
Chamberlain’s overtures to Italy, far from inspir- 
ing Mussolini with pacific sentiments, have only 
strengthened his conviction that Britain, preoccu- 
pied by rearmament preparations and Far East- 
ern developments, will not go beyond pro- 
tests in the Mediterranean. Like Hitler, whom he 
plans to visit on September 24, Mussolini, is will- 
ing to have peace—but peace on his own terms. 
These terms, as revealed by his Palermo speech, in- 
clude victory for General Franco and recognition 
of Italy’s Ethiopian Empire by the League powers. 


The new Mediterranean crisis brings home some 
lessons worth pondering at a moment when Amer- 
ican public opinion is deeply divided over the 
course best calculated to prevent extension of the 
Far Eastern conflict. Many observers, adopting 
the line of argument popularized by Hitler and 
Mussolini, have contended that war can and 
should be localized and that only neutrality or 
non-intervention by the non-warring powers can 
avert a general conflict, fear of which has prac- 
tically paralyzed the Western democracies. The 
experience of Ethiopia and Spain demonstrates 
that war can, in fact, be temporarily localized. It 
also demonstrates that the countries which most 
loudly demand localization and non-intervention 
profit by the withdrawal of neutral powers to in- 
tervene to their hearts’ content, and by so doing 
enlarge the area of potential conflict to the point 
where the democracies, with their backs to the 
wall, are confronted with the necessity of consid- 
ering the very measures of coercion which, if 
adopted in time, might have checked the original 
outbreak. What the democracies are apt to forget 
is that faint words have ne’er won dictators who 
listen to no argument but that of force. 


VERA MICHELES DEAN 


JAPAN AIMS AT CRUSHING VICTORY 


The unexpected strength of China’s opposition 
to the Japanese attack at Shanghai has impelled 
Japan to throw all its forces into a conflict which 
now extends over the whole Chinese seaboard and 
far inland. The Imperial Diet, after an unprece- 
dented exhortation personally delivered by the 
Emperor on September 5, enthusiastically ap- 
proved Foreign Minister Hirota’s statement that 
the object of the war was to break Chinese re- 
sistance once for all. Over two billion yen was 
voted for prosecution of the campaign. At the 
same time, Japanese naval commanders have en- 
larged the scope of their blockade to include the 
entire 2100-mile stretch of Chinese coastline from 
the Manchoukuo border to Pakhoi, near the Indo- 
China frontier. Tsingtao, Hongkong, Macao and 
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Kwangchowwan are exempted from surveillance. 
But the critical question involved in the conduct 
of the blockade—the reaction of foreign powers 
if Japan should molest their vessels engaged in the 
carriage of war supplies to China—still remains 
unanswered. 

Neutrals participating in trade with China wil] 
receive short shrift from Tokyo if the Japanege 
reply to Britain’s note protesting the attack on its 
Ambassador to China is any criterion. The Jap. 
anese response, delivered in London on Septem- 
ber 6, expresses regret for the incident but states 
Japan’s investigation has not yet produced eyj- 
dence that the shooting was done by Japanese ayj- 
ators. The tenor of the note clearly indicates that 
Tokyo believes it has little to fear from British 
displeasure. 

China’s immediate assumption of responsibility 
for the bombing of the American liner President 
Hoover near the mouth of the Yangtze, on Au- 
gust 30, stands in sharp contrast to the dilatory 
tactics of the Japanese. While China’s action was 
intended as a move to influence world opinion, it 
does not appear to presage greater consideration 
for the rights of non-combatants in the fighting 
zone. Neither Tokyo nor Nanking has responded 
favorably to the request of the United States, Brit- 
ish and French consuls general, made on Septem- 
ber 4, that both sides withdraw their troops from 
areas around Shanghai in which fighting is taking 
heavy toll of the lives and property of non- 
combatants. 

With Britain heavily involved in Europe, a 
strong policy initiated by the United States ap- 
pears to offer the only hope for checking Japanese 
incursions against neutral rights or restraining 
Japan’s aggression in China. Anonymous official 
sources in Washington have stated that American 
policy remains receptive to joint action demon- 
strating that neither Japan nor any other ag- 
gressor can attain its objectives without some 
resistance from law-abiding nations. President 
Roosevelt, however, seems unwilling to follow this 
course, which might conceivably involve the 
United States in hostilities against Japan. After 
vetoing the dispatch of additional American war- 
ships to China, he announced on September 5 that 
all Americans remaining in that country after 
they had had a reasonable opportunity to leave 
would do so at their own risk. Davip H. PoPpPER 


Mass-Consumption, by Frederick Purdy. New York, The 
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Those who want to have their faith in democracy Te 
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